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WI Building Inspector Association 

WINTER UPDATE – UDC

TODAY’S AGENDA

7:45 – 8:15 am Administrative Update Jenny Roets

8:15 – 8:45 am Act 211 Panel w/ overheads

8:45 – 9:45 am Electrical Consultants

9:45 – 10:00 am Break

10:00 – 11:30 am Current Topics in Concrete Susan Lasecki

11:30 – 12:30 pm Lunch

12:30 – 2:00 pm
UDC Construction Issues: 

Good, Bad and Ugly

Lenny Kanter

Jack Wotruba

2:00 – 2:15 pm Break

2:15 – 3:45 pm Masonry Issues Per 321 Pat Conway



Mission Statement

The mission of  the Department of  Safety and Professional 

Services (DSPS) is to promote economic growth and stability 

while protecting the citizens of  Wisconsin as designated by 

statute. DSPS and related professional boards protect the 

citizens of  Wisconsin by ensuring the safe and competent 

practice of  licensed professionals; performing inspections of  

commercial buildings, amusement rides, boilers, elevators, 

pressurized gas systems, and electrical systems; and performing 

plan reviews of  commercial building, plumbing, fire 

suppression, elevators, boilers, and private onsite wastewater 

treatment systems.



Administrative Updates

▪ DSPS Organization

▪ Rulemaking Process

▪ Electronic Erosion Control Audits

▪ Primitive Rural Hunting Cabin

▪ Camping Units SPS 327

▪ REScheck

▪ Email Blasts Signup



◼ Secretary: Laura Gutiérrez

◼ Deputy Secretary: Eric Esser

◼ Assistant Deputy Secretary: Kirsten Reader

◼ Division Administrator: Chris Joch

Safety & Professional Services 
Department Organization



2 Bureaus:

◼ Technical Services

Amy Millard, Bureau Director

◼ Field Services

Branden Piper, Bureau Director

Division of Industry Services



Field Services Bureau

◼ (TBD), Section Chief  over Commercial Building and 

Public Sector Safety Inspectors

◼ Kim Schmitt, Section Chief  over Boilers, Mining and 

Elevators

◼ Brad Johnson, Section Chief  over POWTS



Technical Services Bureau

◼ Mike McNally, Section Chief  over UDC, Electrical & 

Fire Suppression Plan Review

◼ Steve Dobratz, Section Chief  over Commercial Plan 

Review

◼ Tom Braun, Section Chief  over Plumbing



UDC Program Assignments

◼ Bureau Director : Amy Millard (608) 266-1816

◼ Supervisor: Mike McNally (608) 261-0342



District 1: Lenny Kanter (608) 261-6541

District 2: Jack Wotruba (920) 360-0020

District 3: Jenny Roets (608) 781-0524

UDC Consultants



Rulemaking 
Process



Rulemaking



Rulemaking



Submit Items for Consideration



Code Update Process

◼ Advisory committee needs to be assembled.
◼ Members may need to be from specific group, e.g. Inspectors, 

Contractors, A/E or material suppliers.   Goal of  a balanced 
committee of  stakeholders.

◼ Committee review of  new standard(s).
◼ Typically, monthly meetings to review sections and chapters of  the 

standards.  Several codes reference multiple standards.  IBC has 
numerous secondary references that need review.

◼ Statutory rulemaking process 12-18 months.

◼ Publication and implementation date may be 
delayed for seasonal reasons.



Rulemaking Process

It’s Complicated



Rulemaking Projects

(In Progress)

◼ SPS 316 – Electrical Code update

◼ SPS 327 - Camping Units

◼ SPS 330 – Fire Department Safety and Health Standards

◼ SPS 361-366 - Commercial Building Code

◼ SPS 381-387 & 391 – Private Onsite Wastewater 
Treatment Systems (POWTS)

◼ SPS 360 – Erosion Control

◼ SPS 381-387 – Plumbing and Plumbing Products

◼ SPS 390 - Pools



Additional Rulemaking

◼ Additional rulemaking that DSPS is responsible 

for includes:

◼ A/E, Chiropractic, Cosmetology, Dentistry, Medical 

Examining, Nursing, Optometry, Pharmacy, 

Psychology, Real Estate and other Boards and 

Councils. 



Electronic Erosion 

Control Audit



What is it?

◼ Starting January 2017, DSPS began a new process 
of  self-verification for soil erosion control plans 
through a DSPS-generated survey.

◼ Municipalities or counties  will only be required 
to self-verify once every three years.

◼ UDC staff  will still carry out the occasional audit 
in person.  



Brief  Online Erosion Control Questionnaire

Contains 8-9 Questions



The Questions

1. Municipality Information.

2. Inspector Contact Information.

3. Relationship With The Municipality. (municipal or contracted)

4. Has your municipality contracted with a different agency for erosion 

control enforcement of  one- and two-family dwellings?

5. Name of  contracted agency charged with enforcement of  erosion control 

rules. (only if  Contracted)

6. Number of  new one- or two-family dwellings built in your municipality in 

the previous calendar year.

7. Have any stop work orders been issued as a result of  noncompliance to 

SPS 321.125 in last 3 years?

8. Since the last audit, have there been substantial changes regarding the 

procedures used to enforce the erosion control rules in the UDC (SPS 

321.125)?



Complete Survey & Done



Primitive Rural Hunting Cabins
Part of  2017 Act 59 “Budget Bill”

101.61 (1) “Dwelling” means any building that contains one or 2 

dwelling units. “Dwelling unit” means a structure or that part of  a 

structure which is used or intended to be used as a home, residence 

or sleeping place by one person or by 2 or more persons maintaining 

a common household, to the exclusion of  all others. “Dwelling” and 

“dwelling unit” do not include a primitive rural hunting cabin.

Figure 1. Image of Rural Hunting Cabin. Re/Max Hometown Real Estate [n.d.]. 30931 Orlon Rd – Ontario, WI [Digital image]. Retrieved from http://www.landbin.com/listing/scwmls/1814261

http://www.landbin.com/listing/scwmls/1814261


Primitive Rural Hunting Cabins

101.61 (3) “Primitive rural hunting cabin” means a structure that 

satisfies all of  the following:

(a) The structure is not used as a home or residence.

(b) The structure is used principally for recreational hunting activity.

(c) The structure does not exceed 2 stories in height.

(d) The structure satisfies any of  the following:

1. The structure was constructed before December 31, 1997.

2. The structure results from alterations made to a structure 

described in subd. 1.

3. The structure replaces a structure described in subd. 1.



Primitive Rural Hunting Cabins

Q: Can local codes apply to primitive rural hunting cabins? 

A: Wis. Stat. §101.65(1g) of  the Wisconsin statutes was created under 

the 2017 Wisconsin Act 59 indicating municipalities may not exercise 

jurisdiction over the construction or inspection of  primitive rural 

hunting cabins meeting the criteria of  Wis. Stat. §101.61(3). 



Primitive Rural Hunting Cabins

Q: Are new primitive rural hunting cabins exempted from the UDC? 

A: Only if  the new structure meets all the criteria established in Wis. 

Stat. §101.61(3). 

Figure 2. Image of Primitive Hunting Cabin. Wisconsin Realtors Association [n.d.]. It’s Just a Primitive Hunting Cabin in the Woods [Digital image]. Retrieved from https://www.wra.org/WREM/Nov17/Cabin/

https://www.wra.org/WREM/Nov17/Cabin/


Primitive Rural Hunting Cabins

Q: Are there any size requirements for a primitive rural hunting 

cabin? 

A: No, there is no square foot limitation; however the structure 

cannot exceed 2 stories in height.

Figure 3. Image of Rural Hunting Cabin. Log Homes and Cabins [n.d.]. Recreational Cabins [Digital image]. Retrieved from http://www.unitedcountry.com/LogHomes/

http://www.unitedcountry.com/LogHomes/


Camping Units – SPS 327
Submitted & Under Legislative Review

◼ SPS 327.08(9) defines Camping Unit as a wood framed 

structure or a tent, teepee, yurt, or other structure with 

fabric roof  or walls that is 400 square feet or less in 

area, which is used for seasonal overnight camping in a 

campground.

Figure 4. Image of Small Cabin. Goods Home Design [n.d.]. Hunter Log Cabin 4 [Digital image]. Retrieved from http://www.goodshomedesign.com/the-hunter-log-cabin-for-only-5885/

http://www.goodshomedesign.com/the-hunter-log-cabin-for-only-5885/


Camping Units – SPS 327

REMINDER:

All municipalities that have adopted the Uniform 

Dwelling Code are responsible to adopt this code in their 

ordinances and to permit, inspect and enforce the code.

Figure 4. Image of Camping Cabin. Hobbitat Spaces [n.d.]. Camps and Retreats [Digital image]. Retrieved from http://hobbitatspaces.com/camps-and-retreats/

327.06 Procedure for municipalities

(1) Municipal Jurisdiction 

(b) Intent not to exercise jurisdiction. 

Municipalities intending not to exercise 

jurisdiction over the construction and 

inspection of  new camping units shall 

notify the department, in writing, within 

90 days of  the effective date of  this code.

* Effective date of  code February 6, 2017 

90 days after would be May 6, 2017.

http://hobbitatspaces.com/camps-and-retreats/


Camping Units – SPS 327

SPS 327 (Emergency): Camping Units

https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/RulesStatutes/S

PS327ER.pdf

SPS 327 (Proposed): Camping Units

https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/RulesStatutes/S

PS327LRRD.pdf

https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/RulesStatutes/SPS327ER.pdf
https://dsps.wi.gov/Documents/RulesStatutes/SPS327LRRD.pdf


REScheck
Residential Code Compliance



REScheck
Residential Code Compliance

101.63 Departmental duties. The department shall:

(11) Develop and maintain computer software available to the 

public that provides the information, tools, and calculations 

required for a person to determine whether plans for the 

construction of, addition to, or alteration of  a dwelling comply 

with the energy efficiency requirements of  the uniform 

dwelling code promulgated under sub. (1).

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/101.63(1)


Email Blasts
Go to: Dsps.wi.gov     Click on Self-Service

1

2





Subscribe by 

checking the 

boxes.

Unsubscribe 

by unchecking 

the boxes.



Tech Email Boxes:

◼ UDC Tech Box

◼ DSPSSBUDCtech@wisconsin.gov

◼ Electric Tech Box

◼ DSPSSBElectricTech@wisconsin.gov

◼ Plumbing Tech Box

◼ DSPSSBPlbgTech@wisconsin.gov



Questions?

◼ Jenny Roets: Jennifer.Roets@wisconsin.gov

◼ Lenny Kanter:  Robert.Kanter@Wisconsin.gov

◼ Jack Wotruba: Jack.Wotruba@Wisconsin.gov



Thank you


